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WELCOME TO THOMAS DEACON ACADEMY’S SUMMER NEWSLETTER
I am delighted to issue the end of term newsletter which highlights all the
fantastic success stories and creative work our pupils have been participating in.
The determination and resilience staff, parents and pupils have shown throughout
this year has been inspiring and it is amazing to see what our school community
can achieve when we’re together, despite the challenging circumstances.
With the return of face to face teaching in March, I am so proud of how our school
has worked together to ensure that our pupils’ health and safety remained a
priority and that the transition from home learning was as seamless as possible.
This final term has created many memorable moments for pupils such as the
opportunity for four of our RAF Cadets to fly with the RAF in Gliders and earn their
‘blue wings’ (see article on page 2).
Pupils have also been heavily involved in charity and volunteering work as part of
the school’s community engagement initiative and managed to raise £670.50 for Children of Adam UK during the
month of Ramadan (see article on page 3).
I am also amazed at the commitment to good mental health practice and wellbeing shown by our pupils during
what has been a hard year for all, and it has been an honor to see pupils represent the school whilst they have
been advocating for improved mental health provision in Peterborough (see article on page 5).
Despite all the uncertainty still surrounding the coming year, I am excited for September and look forward to
easing more normality into our pupils’ education.
At TDA, it is our core purpose and the six pillars of our Character ethos which connects us all. Our belief in the
important of Compassion, Curiosity, Commitment, Courage, Confidence and Courtesy make ‘stronger together’ and
form ‘the TDA way - the way we do things around here’. Have a wonderful and safe summer break and I look
forward to welcoming you all back in September!
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Medicine in Action
This month, our Year 12 students attended an exciting
online event for aspiring medics. Medicine in Action is a
specially designed programme that enabled students to
listen to medics from a wide range of specialties.
Students learnt about the life of a doctor, the
incredible scientific and technological breakthroughs
enabling transformation in healthcare and discussed
the ethical and societal issues that the next generation
of medics will encounter.
Students also engaged in polls and asked questions of
real doctors. One of our students had not one but two
of her questions read out and the academy received a
shout out! We hope the talk has inspired and
encouraged our students to follow their dreams and
undertake a career in medicine.

Achievement of ‘Blue Wings’
Our Combined Cadet Force (CCF) organised for four
of our RAF Cadets to fly with the RAF in Gliders.
This was a wonderful opportunity for the Cadets and
created memories which they will remember for a
very long time, if not for the rest of their lives.
Congratulations to Cpl Benediktas Sudeikis, L/Cpl
Emma Ascott-Atieh, Cdt Raul Udrea and Cdt Thomas
Batchelor who have now achieved their ‘Blue Wings’
in gliding!
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Sharing our voice
This term, students from Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 got the opportunity to attend our first Umbrella Group meeting.
During the session, students took part in open discussions about a wide range of issues that they wanted to see
action on. They discussed everything from a variation of
religions taught across all curriculum areas, to what
enrichment clubs are on offer and student wellbeing.
TDA Sixth form prefects with leadership responsibility for the
community will now meet with Mr Baxter and Ms Joiner (TDA
Community Engagement Lead) to decide upon the burning
issues that can be tackled immediately and which need
further learning and discussion.

This session was really important in allowing our students to
share their voice and will gradually feed into our Student
Councils, inform debates and bring about exciting changes.

Showing our compassion
Our students really enjoyed getting involved in
charity work this term, as part of our Character
Curriculum. They collected food during the month
of Ramadan for the Millfield Community Fridge,
with 6 boxes being donated to this great
community cause.
Also during the month of Ramadan, our Sixth Form
Student Community Engagement Ambassadors
collected donations from our students and families
for the Children of Adam UK which amounted to
an amazing £670.50!
What a fantastic and compassionate effort by all
involved and a special thank you to Mirwa
Mahmood and Saiba Atarid for leading on this
event - well done all!
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Volunteering in the community
This month, a group of our Year 9 students spent
the afternoon at Little Miracles Charity helping to
prepare The Spinney to receive more visitors when
restrictions allow. They cleaned the play equipment
and cleared the garden. The students asked about
further volunteering opportunities to support their
Duke of Edinburgh award, and some will return in
their own time.
We know its important for our students to create
strong links with local charities, giving them the
opportunity to develop their character while
supporting their community.
Well done Year 9 for all your hard work!

Women in Engineering Day
As part of International Women in Engineering Day on 23rd June, 40 Year 8 and 9 female students were invited to
take part in various engineering challenges provided by the Royal Academy of Engineering. They were able to hear
first-hand accounts from two successful female engineers on why they chose this career path, what their job roles
entail and to explore the various points of entry into different Engineering sectors.
Students were then able to interact with the presenters via
a Q&A session which inspired the students to consider
engineering and other STEM subjects for the future and
helped break down some of the stereotypes they had prior
to the event.
The girls really enjoyed the day as not only did it allow
them to discuss and find out what engineering is in a safe
space, but they also got to get hands-on with practical
engineering challenges that are relevant to the world we
live in today. Their confidence and problem-solving skills
shone through as the day progressed and we were so
proud of them.
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Young Citizens making change
Thanks to Peterborough Citizens, a chapter
of Citizens UK, schools across the city have
been shaping mental healthcare provision,
working with the Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) and local MP Paul Bristow to
improve and increase resources.
Well done to our Sixth Form students for
participating in this campaign and for all the
hard work you have put in with Citizens UK
to push for improved mental health
provision for young people in Peterborough.

The article serves as fantastic recognition
for the determination they have shown and
students should be extremely proud of
themselves!

Viking Day for TDA Juniors
This term, students in Year 5 enjoyed a Viking day! The children started their morning by choosing themselves a
strong Viking name and creating birth certificates. During their PE lesson, they were able to show off their Viking
skills by conquering armies in new lands.

They had a really enjoyable day and loved learning in a creative way.
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Celebrating our leavers
We sadly say goodbye to the following members of staff:
Ellie Facer (maths teacher); Susanne Rosemeyer (RE teacher); Ed Ockleford (DT teacher); Sophia Amanor (Student
Support Worker); Tiann Benning (Student Support Worker); Nicola Channing (Cover Manager); Georgina Cook
(Lead Practitioner); Lucian Stiopu (RE teacher); Hilary Linton (Year Administrator); Nicola Ebdon (Sixth Form
Student Support Officer) and Jane Wilson (Chair of the Academy Committee).
A goodbye message from Nicola Ebdon
It is with a heavy heart that I am leaving TDA Sixth Form, I have been very privileged to share the
last 12 months with the Year 13s, whilst working alongside some amazing and talented staff. This
has been a tough year for many, so it has been inspirational to watch student and teachers alike
shrug off the difficulties and succeed, despite it all. I am off to spend some time with my family
and to continue our Ebdon Adventures. Good luck to you all in your futures, may you always be
surrounded in friendship, happiness, and love.
A farewell message from Georgina Cook
After ten years at TDA, I would like to say a heartfelt goodbye to all those whose paths I have
crossed during my time here. I came to the English Department in Jan 2011. TDA was a very
different place then. But the wonderful colleagues and very open, kind students have
remained the same throughout the years. Under Wendy Costin and Communications College, I
was immediately made to feel a very valued part of the team. I have laughed, learned and
loved my time at TDA and will dearly miss the students and staff with whom I have shared
many memories, both in and outside of work. A special thanks to the Lead Practitioner team Carolyn, Steve, Mo and Ruth - I have loved working with such inspirational people and
teachers. Laura and the English team - there will always be a small part of me left in that
office! And to Michala, James and Nina- I have loved being part of our 6th form coaching team. Thank you all so
much for your friendship and support over the years.
Jane Wilson, Chair of Academy Committee
On Wednesday afternoon, we bid a very fond and appreciative farewell to Jane Wilson, our Academy Committee
Chair after eight years of commitment to our Board/Academy Committee including four fantastic years of immense
support as Chair of the Academy Committee. Fellow Academy Committee members were present and Julie Taylor
and Chris Walford both made touching speeches of appreciation and thanks to Jane.
Jane continues to serve TDET as she is part of the TDET Digital Strategy Group.
We are privileged to have Chris Walford step into Jane’s very big shoes as Academy
Committee Chair. Chris has already ‘earned his stripes’ as ex-headteacher of John
Mansfield School (latterly merging to form Thomas Deacon Academy) and is extremely
well placed to step in to the role of our Academy Chair from September 2021.

“To ensure that each student acquires the necessary knowledge, skills and character to make a positive contribution to society and ‘thrive’ as a global citizen”

NEWSLETTER

UPDATE
SUMMER TERM

Year 5 become Tudors for the day
This month, Year 5 had an enjoyable visit to Burghley House as part of their
learning about Tudor times. They got to visit a Tudor kitchen where they found
out how it was used and learnt about life in Tudor England by pretending to be
a guest at a Tudor banquet.
They even got to meet Henry VIII who told them all about his six wives, the
pressures of being a King and how his health deteriorated after he got injured
during a jousting practice.
They really enjoyed getting to dress up and learning about Tudor times in a fun
and informative way!

KEY DATES
*These dates are subject to the
latest Covid-19 regulations

END OF TERM
Wednesday 21st July

AUTUMN TERM BEGINS
MONDAY 6th September

AUTUMN TERM ENDS
Friday 17th December

SOCIAL MEDIA

Year 8 get to grips with Textiles

To keep up to date with
Thomas Deacon Academy,
please follow us on:
Facebook

Year 8 students have been enjoying their Textiles
after school club run by Mrs Roberts.

@TDAeducation

They have been learning how to thread up the
machine to enable them to do free machining onto
images of their choice. They used a range of
coloured threads to show tone and the effect they
will achieve is like a stitched drawing.

@TDAeducation

We look forward to hearing what they learn next!
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